Dear Srimati Lalasamayi devi and Prabhu Muralishwara,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

I hope you will both read this email.

I just saw the email you sent me with:

"Censure of Sripad BK Giri Maharaj

by the Acharya Board of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
20 July 2011" 

I will just offer some quick comments.

I have still not seen any public announcement that an "Acharya Sabha" was ever formed. I am one of six acharyas personally named by Srila Govinda Maharaja, I was never contacted or informed of its formation. I don't believe Sripada Trivikrama Maharaja was contacted about its formation. The two of us comprise 1 third of the acharyas named by Srila Gurudeva.

The "censure" only lists four Acharyas that were named by Srila Govinda Maharaja, Sripadas Acharya M., Avadhuta M., Janardana M. and Ashrama M.

I'm sure that's because Sripada Trivikrama Maharaja, and of course myself, would not agree to such an idea.

What is the "disinformation" I've been spreading?

The quotations they offer from Gurudeva's Will such as; 

"all of them will obey the President Acharya Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj, remain faithful to him and continue to render assistance in the Seva affairs of Sri Math."

are, in fact, part of their own disinformation campaign. The quotations such as the one above are specific to those serving at or in the Maths, such as the Navadwipa Math, that are under the direction of Acharya Maharaja, primarily the Indian Maths.

Those serving in other Maths, or devotees in general, outside of the Maths of Acharya Maharaja are not bound by such a directive. Acharya Maharaja is not a world acharya, even Janardana Maharaja has written that to me.

Acharyas are free to disagree. Otherwise there would only be one acharya.

Now, if you ask where they get the authority to "censure" another acharya, you'll find there is no such authority. The only authority available to the "Acharya Sabha" is this:

"An Acharya Board (Acharya Sabha) shall be formed, composed of initiating acharyas, to consult with one another regarding all spiritual matters and to give guidance to all Trust Boards."

To "give guidance" does not give them any enforcement authority. They are simply trying to grab as much authority as they can and hope everyone will believe they have such authority, because the say they have it.

Just as Srila Govinda Maharaja delegated no authority to this Board to create new acharyas, no authority was given to this Board to censure or remove any acharya.

I have written at length about the illegitimacy of the IAB formed on March 7, 2010. It ceased having a legitimate function when Srila Gurudeva passed away.

The "Primary Trust Board" has jurisdiction only over the same group of Maths where Acharya Maharaja was named as the acharya. Thus, the last quotation of the "Censure" applies only to the "Indian Group" of Maths:

Additionally, considering them his most trusted, senior leaders of the mission, in his will, he named the same five persons, with Mahananda Prabhu, as members of the Primary Trust Board:

"These Trustees shall assist the President Sevaite Acharya in the governing of the Mission and the authority of this Primary Trust shall be supreme over any and all other Trusts."

Here they have also made an error by not including Sripada Mangala Maharaja as one of the lifelong members of the Primary Trust Board. Maybe they are now trying to get rid of him as well.

More hocus pocus. The Pyaterka in action.

What they have written here is a complete lie "However, he refuses to stop." The "Acharya Board" never told me to "stop." Therefore, I could not have refused.

You will never see them support this claim with evidence, because there is none. Like the Troika's they don't need evidence, just charges.

What is their evidence of my "disinformation campaign?" They don't tell us that either. They are the Pyaterka, they don't need to show evidence.

I have consistently predicted various actions these five power hungry men would take by way of disregarding Gurudeva's Will. Several of them already happened.

Within the last month or so, I predicted three illegitimate future actions of these power hungry men which I have termed the Pyaterka (quintuplets) after the famous Troikas (triplets). (Murali, does this terminology "Pyaterka" make sense as I'm using it?)

These were the three actions I predicted. They will make Goswami Maharaja an acharya, they will try to "censure" or remove me, or otherwise try to delegitimize me and, finally, they will try to remove Sripada Acharya Maharaja and replace him with someone else, probably Goswami Maharaja.

Two of my last three predictions have now been fulfilled.

I expect my final prediction will happen within the next year or two, they will oust Sripada Acharya Maharaja. Alternatively they may try to make him irrelevant and powerless. Time will tell.

I called Sripada Acharya Maharaja to warn him of this. He thought my idea was ridiculous. Maybe, but better to be cautious and prepared. If I were him, I would be very careful about these other men. They are dangerous.

Please don't post this email, although you can share it personally with anyone you like.

I'm sure I will write something more complete in the near future.

Murali, I hope you will read the following from an email I sent to your wife on June 15, 2011.

They have not presented their disagreement with me publicly, only privately.

They seem to think they can create an iron curtain where only their view can be known. They do not seem to understand that issues like these will be discussed by our devotees over the internet and in other ways. If they are not discussed on official sites, like our website, where senior leaders can influence the discussion, they will be discussed on facebook or some other place.

Rather than use logic or reason, or factual evidence, to support their position, they frighten the devotees into agreeing by causing them to think that disagreement, or even questions, are proof of vaishnava aparadha.

I think the International Acharya Board (IAB) does not even know what vaishnava aparadha is, except that it is a tool to stop devotees from thinking there is any truth to be seen outside the IAB's iron curtain.

I cannot remember a time when our gurus showed such a high degree of unwillingness to discuss or debate such important matters as these.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja openly discussed his disagreement with the ISKCON GBC and told us he wanted his views made public. I am trying to follow his example.

If what I am writing is said to be the American way of throwing mud on a competitor, I would suggest that what the International Acharya Board is attempting to do may be like Narodnyy komissariat vnutrennikh del, or the NKVD Troikas. The difference being that there is an unauthorized komissariat of five members instead of three. This unauthorized komissariat is known as the International Acharya Board, and they are deciding who should be persecuted and who should be welcomed as a member of the party. I'm not sure how to describe this in Russian. I'll use the term Pyaterka, meaning quintuplets.
The Pyaterka have, in essence, decided that those who question the decisions they are making, and dare to ask why they are not following the directions given in Gurudeva's Will, should be sent to the Gulag.

Perhaps in consideration of the position Srila Gurudeva gave to me they are willing to allow me a place like Solzhenitsyn in a sharashka.

I believe we have many spiritual Solzhenitsyns in our Mission. I am trying to encourage them, and those who like their ideas, to understand that a dissenter from the Pyaterka is not necessarily a dissenter from Srila Gurudeva or his teachings. 

In reality the Pyaterka have no power to send anyone to the Gulag or anywhere else. They can only deny entrance to their party and their Maths. They think by doing this they hold the key to Gurudeva's door and can decide who will get service to Gurudeva and who will not.

This is exactly the same mistake made previously by the GBC of ISKCON after Srila Prabhupada's disappearance.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja made it clear that the GBC did not have the power to determine who were the faithful followers of Srila Prabhupada and who were not. I am making the same declaration about the Pyaterka.

The sincere seeker must follow his spiritual conscience believing that Sri Guru and Krishna will decide who Their genuine followers are and which ones are not genuine. The International Acharya Board was not given such a responsibility or position, either as a group, or as individuals.

Again I will say, I very much appreciate your help in this matter. It is a miracle how it has happened. I never expected I would hear these words from you, or anyone, "In the fight for the truth I'm with you."

I could not have made this arrangement myself. Somehow it has happened, guided by an unseen hand, I think it must be the hand of Srila Gurudeva.

Dear Srimati Lalasamayi devi,

If you would like to do this, you could send an email to Sripada Avadhuta Maharaja asking for an English translation of the letter he wrote as commentary on my Censure.

That letter being: 

Комментарий Шрилы Авадхута Махараджа к письму Совета Ачарьев:


Дорогие мои братья и сестры!

I will be happy to publish the English translation of his letter on our website, along with the Russian version of the letter, provided I can get my refutation of his letter translated into Russian by someone.

I will also be happy to post the "Censure" letter of the "Acharya Board" in both Russian and English.

Please do not ask Muralishwara to waste his time translating Avadhuta Maharaja's letter into proper English.

If Avadhuta Maharaja will supply an English translation of his letter I will do it. He should welcome this chance for greater publicity of his opinion.

I will also be happy to have any of my materials such as letters or articles posted on his website provided they are posted in their entirety. That means, not small pieces but the entire article or letter.

I pray this finds you well in all respects.

Giri Maharaj

  "There are many jealous people in the dress of Vaisnavas in this Krsna consciousness movement, and they should be completely neglected. There is no need to serve a jealous person who is in the dress of a Vaisnava. When Narottama dasa Thakura says chadiya vaisnava seva, nistara peyeche keba, he is indicating an actual Vaisnava, not an envious or jealous person in the dress of a Vaisnava." --Sri Bhakti Vedanta Swami, CC, Madhya 1.218

On Jul 22, 2011, at 12:12 PM, BK Giri wrote:

Commentary by Srila Maharaja Avadhuta to the letter of the Council of Acharyas:

My dear brothers and sisters!

I have to tell you very sad and unpleasant news to me, concerning improper behavior Sripada Maharaja Geary. I did not want to wash dirty linen in public and tell the faithful about it.

Giri Maharaj almost immediately after Srila Gurudeva has refused to follow the will of Srila Gurudeva and the will of the Council of Acharyas.He did not share the common desire to support Srila Acharya Maharaj, who had to take control of the mission in a very difficult situation in India.

Giri Maharaj also did not want to admit Srila Goswami Maharaj, insisting that his name was not included in the list of initiating the Acharyas in the will of Gurudeva. We explained to him that Srila Gurudeva Srila appointed not only initiating Guru Maharaj, thus confirming the previous decision of Srila Sridhar Maharaj, but also introduced him to the Board of Trustees, which should help Acharya Srila Maharaja Indian Mission control and coordinate the international centers.

During these six months I have repeatedly on behalf of the Council of Acharyas trying to reconnect with Giri Maharaj, but he flatly refused to cooperate and began to conduct an information war with the leadership of the Mission, has published several articles, including the extremely offensive. He also declared himself a world leader (which is extremely funny), and began to disturb the minds of those devotees, who unfortunately (or fortunately) not interested in the political life of the Mission, and were brought on the possibility of selfless service. Giri Maharaj Sripad announced that he wants to come to Ukraine and Russia, and that Gurudev has blessed him to preach in these countries.But he did not mention that Srila Gurudeva also asked him not to come here more as a result of his preaching Giri Maharaj brought a lot of loyal concerns, maintaining relations with the followers of the line sahadzhiizma.

I hate to publish this comment because I have always regarded Giri Maharaj with great respect and love myself and invited him to preach in Russia, like many other preachers of our mission. But even more painful for me was trying to insult Giri Maharaj Srila Goswami Maharaj, who gave more than 12 years development of our Russian Mission and Giri Maharaj himself invited to a meeting of the Council of Acharyas.But Giri Maharaj, reading his will, he turned to him and asked: "And you're here, Maharaj doing? You also do not in the list! "I was deeply shocked by the behavior of the" best "American tradition: it was like in the movie where a cowboy tries to shoot his partner, saying" sorry, I'm sorry that your bay broke her leg. "

Giri Maharaj is now actively trying to spread misinformation in contact, facebook and other networks. Everyone has the right to an opinion, but in doing so, Giri Maharaj not only challenged the Council of Acharyas, and actually broke the will of Gurudeva, which he constantly quotes.Such conduct can not qualify Giri Maharaj as Acharya, and so communication with them is highly undesirable. I hope that in future he will rethink their behavior and can be restored by the Acharya. Srila Sridhar Maharaj said that the opposition is always needed - thesis, antithesis and synthesis, but the mentality Giri Maharaj and his unwillingness to cooperate is clearly contrary to the spirit and Vaishnavism are not worthy of a leader.

Swami BB Avadhut

The original letter of the Council of Acharyas in English can be found on the main site of the Mission: http://e.mail.ru/cgi-bin/link?check=1&cnf=64115e&url=http%3A%2F%2Fscsmath.com%2Fmemories%2F11%2F110720-reGiriMj%2F110720-reGiriMj.html&msgid=13113676080000000731;0,1.
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Dear Srimati Lalasamayi devi,

If you would like to do this, you could send an email to Sripada Avadhuta Maharaja asking for an English translation of the letter he wrote as commentary on my Censure.

That letter being: 

Комментарий Шрилы Авадхута Махараджа к письму Совета Ачарьев:


Дорогие мои братья и сестры!

I will be happy to publish the English translation of his letter on our website, along with the Russian version of the letter, provided I can get my refutation of his letter translated into Russian by someone.

I will also be happy to post the "Censure" letter of the "Acharya Board" in both Russian and English.

Please do not ask Muralishwara to waste his time translating Avadhuta Maharaja's letter into proper English.

If Avadhuta Maharaja will supply an English translation of his letter I will do it. He should welcome this chance for greater publicity of his opinion.

I will also be happy to have any of my materials such as letters or articles posted on his website provided they are posted in their entirety. That means, not small pieces but the entire article or letter.

I pray this finds you well in all respects.

Giri Maharaj

  "There are many jealous people in the dress of Vaisnavas in this Krsna consciousness movement, and they should be completely neglected. There is no need to serve a jealous person who is in the dress of a Vaisnava. When Narottama dasa Thakura says chadiya vaisnava seva, nistara peyeche keba, he is indicating an actual Vaisnava, not an envious or jealous person in the dress of a Vaisnava." --Sri Bhakti Vedanta Swami, CC, Madhya 1.218

On Jul 22, 2011, at 12:12 PM, BK Giri wrote:

Commentary by Srila Maharaja Avadhuta to the letter of the Council of Acharyas:

My dear brothers and sisters!

I have to tell you very sad and unpleasant news to me, concerning improper behavior Sripada Maharaja Geary. I did not want to wash dirty linen in public and tell the faithful about it.

Giri Maharaj almost immediately after Srila Gurudeva has refused to follow the will of Srila Gurudeva and the will of the Council of Acharyas.He did not share the common desire to support Srila Acharya Maharaj, who had to take control of the mission in a very difficult situation in India.

Giri Maharaj also did not want to admit Srila Goswami Maharaj, insisting that his name was not included in the list of initiating the Acharyas in the will of Gurudeva. We explained to him that Srila Gurudeva Srila appointed not only initiating Guru Maharaj, thus confirming the previous decision of Srila Sridhar Maharaj, but also introduced him to the Board of Trustees, which should help Acharya Srila Maharaja Indian Mission control and coordinate the international centers.

During these six months I have repeatedly on behalf of the Council of Acharyas trying to reconnect with Giri Maharaj, but he flatly refused to cooperate and began to conduct an information war with the leadership of the Mission, has published several articles, including the extremely offensive. He also declared himself a world leader (which is extremely funny), and began to disturb the minds of those devotees, who unfortunately (or fortunately) not interested in the political life of the Mission, and were brought on the possibility of selfless service. Giri Maharaj Sripad announced that he wants to come to Ukraine and Russia, and that Gurudev has blessed him to preach in these countries.But he did not mention that Srila Gurudeva also asked him not to come here more as a result of his preaching Giri Maharaj brought a lot of loyal concerns, maintaining relations with the followers of the line sahadzhiizma.

I hate to publish this comment because I have always regarded Giri Maharaj with great respect and love myself and invited him to preach in Russia, like many other preachers of our mission. But even more painful for me was trying to insult Giri Maharaj Srila Goswami Maharaj, who gave more than 12 years development of our Russian Mission and Giri Maharaj himself invited to a meeting of the Council of Acharyas.But Giri Maharaj, reading his will, he turned to him and asked: "And you're here, Maharaj doing? You also do not in the list! "I was deeply shocked by the behavior of the" best "American tradition: it was like in the movie where a cowboy tries to shoot his partner, saying" sorry, I'm sorry that your bay broke her leg. "

Giri Maharaj is now actively trying to spread misinformation in contact, facebook and other networks. Everyone has the right to an opinion, but in doing so, Giri Maharaj not only challenged the Council of Acharyas, and actually broke the will of Gurudeva, which he constantly quotes.Such conduct can not qualify Giri Maharaj as Acharya, and so communication with them is highly undesirable. I hope that in future he will rethink their behavior and can be restored by the Acharya. Srila Sridhar Maharaj said that the opposition is always needed - thesis, antithesis and synthesis, but the mentality Giri Maharaj and his unwillingness to cooperate is clearly contrary to the spirit and Vaishnavism are not worthy of a leader.

Swami BB Avadhut

The original letter of the Council of Acharyas in English can be found on the main site of the Mission: http://scsmath.com/memories/11/110720-reGiriMj/110720-reGiriMj.html.

Dear Srimati Lalasamayi devi, 

Please accept my humble obeisances.

As before, some truth, some distortion of the truth, some innuendo, some lie.

Yes, I am not cooperating with the "Acharya Board." Why should I? Why should anyone? They are not God and they are not Gurudeva.

Anyone who wants to accept them as God or Gurudeva may do so. However, Gurudeva never required anyone to regard them in that way.

"An Acharya Board (Acharya Sabha) shall be formed, composed of initiating acharyas, to consult with one another regarding all spiritual matters and to give guidance to all Trust Boards."

No power was given to them to control anyone, force anyone to do anything or even tell anyone to do something. They are to "give guidance to all Trust Boards."

Their letter of "Censure", however, was not addressed to any Trust Board, it was addressed:


"Dear Devotees,"

Their letter was not sent by email or other means of post to Trust Boards, it was posted on Acharya Maharaja's website to be viewed by the public.

If you get the chance, please ask them, the "Acharya Board", "What are the limits of your power within SCSM?" I doubt they can think of any limits. That is certainly the way they have behaved so far.

They have already shown that they believe they have the authority to change Gurudeva's instructions. Then that means they see no limit on their authority.

Why don't you tell me what you think about this letter from Sripada Avadhuta Maharaja. I would be interested to know. That is actually more important to me than hearing his opinion. I know his opinion. Still, I'm glad you send me these items so I can keep abreast of what is going on. Otherwise, I know very little of the events outside our Math here in New Jersey.

I'm happy that others are coming to know Avadhuta Maharaja's opinion and that he is expressing it publicly.

Let everyone study these differing opinions and decide their faults and attributes.

This is what I've wanted all along. Let us debate the points. I may be wrong about something, if there is opposition to my idea and the opposition is correct, then I must correct my position.

Previously Avadhuta M. wrote you a letter (I edited into paragraphs to make it easier for me to understand). He said-

Я конечно понимаю, что издали вещи кажутся более идеалистичными, чем вблизи, но мне кажется, что вы зря вызвались помогать Гири Махараджу.

Если вы внимательно прочтете статьи, в которых он пытается дискредитировать личность Госвами Махараджа, который столь много сделал для мировой миссии, то увидите, что это вполне по-американски – настучать на соседа или облить грязью конкурента. Так что благородство очень сомнительно. К тому же, сам Гурудев просил его больше в Россию не приезжать.

Но сейчас, наверное, это уже не важно, потому что многие люди хотят власти и положения. Конечно, кто-то может сказать, что сытый голодного не поймет: «У тебя есть деньги, последователи, поэтому сиди, не вякай».

Но это мой дружеский совет, не более: Гири Махараджу очень хочется стать Гуру.

Единственное место, где он быстро это может сделать, это, конечно, в Украине. Так что будет у нас еще один раскольник.

Но если честно, меня это не пугает.

Немного жаль, но надо идти вперед. Я вижу впереди Китай, Корею и Индию – огромные человеческие ресурсы, среди которых множество людей достойны узнать об учении Шри Чайтаньи Махапрабху, поэтому, кто будет гурувить, меня не столь интересует.

История вряд ли запомнит их имена.

Russian to English translation

I certainly understand that from a distance things seem to be more idealistic than near, but it seems to me that you knowingly volunteered to help Giri Maharaj. 

If you carefully read the article in which he attempts to discredit the person Goswami Maharaj, who has so much made for world mission, you'll see that it is quite un-American - a neighbor or squeal to throw mud at a competitor. 

So generosity is very doubtful. In addition, he asked his Gurudev more to Russia not to come. 

But now, perhaps it is not important, because many people want power and position. 

Of course, someone might say that fed the hungry do not understand: "Do you have money, followers, so sit down, do not blather." 

But this is my friendly advice, not more Giri Maharaj really want to become a Guru. 

The only place where he quickly it can do is, of course, in Ukraine. 

So we will have another dissenter. 

But honestly, I was not scared. 

It is a pity, but we must go forward. 

I can see ahead of China, Korea and India - huge human resources, among which a lot of people deserve to know about the teachings of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, and therefore who would guruvit, I'm not so interested. 

History is unlikely to remember their names.

Но если честно, меня это не пугает.

and

История вряд ли запомнит их имена.

Honestly, he is not frightened of me? No one will remember my name? Then why bother with the "Censure" followed by his detailed letter?

Why include this in the letter of censure "Теперь мы видим необходимость защитить нашу семью Шри Чайтанья Сарасват Матха" (Now we see the need to protect our family of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math)
Protect from what, one who they are not afraid of? Who is so insignificant?

Why say this-

Мы советуем всем верным последователям Шрилы Говинды Махараджа избегать общения с ним, как лично, так и через электронную почту и интернет. (We encourage all the faithful followers of Srila Govinda Maharaj to avoid contact with him, both personally and via e-mail and the Internet.)
This is exactly what ISKCON did when they saw some of their devotees going to Srila Sridhara Maharaja for advice.

Leaders of ISKCON called Srila Sridhara Maharaja a sahajiya, a mayavadi and, yes, one who knew nothing about global preaching or how to work cooperatively with others.

Avadhuta Maharaja is afraid of me. The "Acharya Board" is afraid of me. They are all very afraid.

They are afraid for the devotees to hear that I insisted the "Acharya Board" follow Srila Gurudeva's Will and the "Acharya Board" refused to follow it.

Because I continuously pushed them to follow the Will, which they did not want to do, they want to erect an iron curtain where the thought police control what is heard on one side while the free press operates on the other.

If you could read English you would see that I am willing to post the opposing view of the "Acharya Board" on our website. I have asked them many times to submit their reasons for opposing me. They strenuously refused. They also told me "Do not post any of our letters on your website."

As soon as you told me about the letter of censure I posted this on my facebook page along with my statements about it:

I have just read the notice of "Censure", having been alerted to it by some of my friends who sent me a copy of the document.

 

The title reads as follows:

 

All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

Censure of Sripad BK Giri Maharaj

by the Acharya Board of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math 20 July 2011

 

I will address the various issues more thoroughly in the near future. I will make a few short comments herewith.

If I had been asked by the "Acharya Board" I would have posted their "Censure" on our website. I probably will anyway.

Why? Because it is I who am not afraid. I am not afraid to compare and contrast different philosophical views or opinions that are relevant to our devotional progress. I never saw any of our gurus afraid of such discussions.

As soon as possible I will begin posting all the correspondence between me and the "Acharya Board."

It's time to lift the veil of secrecy. They don't want their secrets exposed. I have nothing to hide.

Here is an article I wrote recently on facebook. You can post it on Vkontakte if you like.

Giri Maharaja:

Dandavats Prabhu,

I appreciate your comments.

Yes, every preacher will have his own style of preaching. That is very clear in the example of Srila Saraswati Thakura, Srila Swami Maharaja, Srila Sridhara Maharaja and Srila Govinda Maharaja.

Srila Saraswati Thakura had a particular style. His followers had their own styles. Some were different, some very different.

Srila Govinda Maharaja once, commenting on the preaching "mood" of Srila Swami Maharaja, said to one of his disciples, "You are very fortunate, you have seen the preaching mood of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura."

Gurudeva also said "Sometimes Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati showed himself more strongly in Srila Swami Maharaja and sometimes in Srila Sridhara Maharaja."

No two things are exactly the same. Therefore, no two preachers are exactly the same. We honor the preaching efforts of all the devotees. But, the closer we analyze something the more we will see the finer details of similarity and difference.

Some will see a person wearing vaishnava tilaka and think "There is a devotee." Others will ask "For what purpose are you wearing that tilaka?" 

Hearing the answer may cause a different opinion to arise in the mind of the questioner. Perhaps the tilaka is being worn only as part of a costume for a drama, or maybe even as a joke.

Another observer may ask the man with the tilaka, "Who is your guru?"

This was a question asked by Srila Saraswati Thakura when approached to offer an opinion about a particular religious leader, devotee or guru. He would ask "Who is his guru?"

If the guru was not bonafide, the religious leader was immediately rejected.

So, who is the guru? If the guru is bonafide then the next question may be "What have you understood the directions of your guru to be?"

Once Srila Govinda Maharaja was communicating with a particular Gaudiya Math devotee who said something Gurudeva could not accept. He immediately understood this cannot be the teaching of the devotee's guru.

Similarly a disciple of Srila Swami Maharaja was telling Srila Sridhara Maharaja that Swami Maharaja supported the idea that the jiva falls from Vaikuntha. Hearing this Srila Sridhara Maharaja replied "Swami Maharaja could not have said that."

Guru Maharaja could not have heard everything Srila Swami Maharaja had said, which would be the standard criteria for knowing what he had said and what he had not said. 

Guru Maharaja knew Saraswati Thakura's philosophy and he knew Srila Swami Maharaja. By these two things alone he could assert "Srila Swami Maharaja could not have said that."

We should try our best to come to such an understanding of our gurus. It is revealed through faith, faith in their Divya Vani, their Divine Instructions. If we do not have the faith to follow their instructions, we will not be able to make accurate assessments about anything.

Faith in their instructions is the thing that removes all doubt and allows us to stand fixed on the battlefield, executing our orders, in the midst of much confusion, while others are running around in a bewildered state. Uncertain about what to do, these bewildered persons simply add to the chaos.

Shouldn't we be united, with all devotees working together?

This proposal was made to Srila Sridhara Maharaja who asked, "United for what?"

"United for preaching?" came the reply.

SSM- "Preaching what?"

Dev.- "Krishna Consciousness."

SSM- "What is Krishna Consciousness?"

When it came to this point, it was obvious that there was a difference between Srila Sridhara Maharaja's conception of KC and the conception of the devotee he was talking with.

The devotee, I believe his name was Prabhu Yashomatinandana, a disciple of Srila Swami Maharaja, could not convince Srila Sridhara Maharaja that he should be united with ISKCON for the purpose of preaching "Krishna Consciousness." The reason was that there were irreconcilable differences about what was at the very heart of the matter, the Krishna conception.

I believe it was this conversation that brought forth the resounding words of Srila Sridhara Maharaja "I am a form breaker, not a form maker." and "I am not wholly one with ISKCON. I am not even wholly one with Swami Maharaja."

In general, a person may look at the preaching of the sannyasis and other preachers of our mission and conclude "They are all saying the same thing." The same would be true of SCSM and ISKCON.

Only a closer examination will reveal the differences. For one who can understand the differences, they are significant.

Someone brought Srila Raghunatha dasa a leaf cup with buttermilk. He noticed the leaf was larger than usual. He asked "Where did the leaves come from to make this cup?" After a little questioning he found they came from a place (as I recall) with a name like 

Sakhi Sthali, a section of Vrindavana. 

When Raghunatha dasa heard this he exploded with anger and threw the cup and its contents away from him. Why? Because it had come from a place which was known to be the area of Srimati Chandravali and her group of servitors.

The item that caused so much consternation was a simple leaf cup. Does it matter where the leaves come from? It did to Srila Raghunatha dasa Goswami.

Some of my points of disagreement with the other acharyas of our mission may appear to be insignificant, minor points like the origin of the leaves for the cup. A leaf is a leaf is a leaf, right?

No. I see the differences of opinion between myself and the "Acharya Board" as being of monumental importance.

Apparently those on the other side do as well. Otherwise, they would not have felt the need to deal with me as they have.

What is at the heart of our disagreement?

I accept the authority of Srila Gurudeva. Because the "Acharya Board" does not accept Gurudeva’s authority, I do not accept their authority. Because I do not accept their authority, they do not accept me.

One of the proofs that they do not accept Gurudeva's authority is that they are trying to exert authority over me.

Gurudeva never gave them such a position over me or any of the acharyas he selected. They were given no power or authority to exert control over anyone in our mission, much less a fellow acharya.

"An Acharya Board (Acharya Sabha) shall be formed, composed of initiating acharyas, to consult with one another regarding all spiritual matters and to give guidance to all Trust Boards."

To consult on spiritual matters and give guidance are very different things than enforcing mandates and control over our Mission and its devotees.

I'm happy to see you are looking closely at the various issues being raised. I hope all our devotees will also do this.

Then. after considering everything carefully from different angles of vision, and following their spiritual conscience, decide what to do.

I pray this finds you well in all respects.

With sincere regards,

Swami B.K. Giri

"I did not want to become a big person. That is not my nature. I did not want to move around with many people. I am just satisfied with whatever I have. My spiritual thinking is my life. The conclusions of the scriptures, the advices of the mahajanas, to relish them and practice them and to discuss them in a small confidential circle, that is the main goal of my life." - Srila B.R. Sridhar Maharaja 

I pray this finds you well in all respects.

Sincerely yours,


Giri Maharaja

There is no greater act of injustice, injury or corruption than that committed by dishonesty to one's self. Correct that, and all violence will cease.

I have not said the other acharyas are not swarupa siddhis. I do not feel myself qualified to say whether they are or they are not. 

Therefore, it is better to avoid situations that would call upon us to make such judgments.

For me it is irrelevant. The Will is clear. Those who we all accept as swarupa siddha, Srila Govinda Maharaja, has made certain directions very clear. We should follow them.

I have never understood what is to be gained by changing his directions which were meant for the good of us all.

Generally speaking, because the "new government" claims they have the power, it is a good sign they do not. Deviation from Gurudeva's Will is another very bad sign.

keha ta' acarya ajnaya, keha ta' svatantra
sva-mata kalpana kare daiva-paratantra

"Some of the disciples strictly accepted the orders of the acarya, and others deviated, independently concocting their own opinions under the spell of daivi-maya."

PURPORT

This verse describes the beginning of a schism. When disciples do not stick to the principle of accepting the order of their spiritual master, immediately there are two opinions. Any opinion different from the opinion of the spiritual master is useless. One cannot infiltrate materially concocted ideas into spiritual advancement. That is deviation. There is no scope for adjusting spiritual advancement to material ideas.

— CC Adi 12.9

One perfect soul is sufficient to understand the Divine Will. Any number of imperfect souls added together do not equal one perfect being. Therefore, the numbers of votes on the "Acharya Board" are irrelevant.

Our judgments should therefore be based on things other than the vote of the four "acharyas" who have deviated from the instructions of Gurudeva's Will.

Gurudeva named six acharyas. He did not say they were all swarupa siddhas. What is the evidence to the contrary?

However, if all are taken to be in the category of swarupa siddha, then I would be included. Therefore, my opinion has as much validity as theirs.

This is objective reasoning.


Giri Maharaja

Prabhupada: No. Our religion is not faith. It is science. That is the fault. Fanaticism of Christianism, Muhammadanism, has created this godlessness. But Vedic knowledge is not that. It is really knowledge.—Room Conversation, January 27, 1977.
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